
CITY OF HAINES
COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
FEBRUARY 9, 2021
       CONVENE: 6:00 PM

LOCATION: CITY HALL
Please note: The February Council Meeting will be held as a phone conference. To participate in the phone conference meeting call: 1-701-802-5383, access code: 2018210#. 

Roll Call
Mayor's Report

Administrative Matters
· Sewer Farm Lease Negotiations
Consent Agenda

The items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and all will be adopted by one motion unless a Council Member or a person in the audience requests, before the vote on the motion, to have any item considered separately.  If any item is removed from the Consent Agenda, it will be discussed immediately following the vote for the other items on the consent agenda.
· Minutes of January, 2021 Council meeting.
· February accounts payable.

· Resources and obligations report - January
City Recorder/Public Works Reports

· Reports
Administrative Matters
· Revised Dog Ordinance
Unfinished Business
New Business
Council Reports

Public Comments
The City of Haines complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. Assistance is available for individuals with disabilities by calling 856-3366 or the Oregon Telecommunications Relay Service. Their phone numbers are: TTY: 800-648-3458/Voice: 800-848-4442The City of Haines is an equal opportunity Employer and Provider. Complaints of Discrimination should be sent to USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C.  20250-9410
Approved
Council____________________ Date_________________________
CITY OF HAINES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
February 9, 2021
CONVENED: 6:00 PM

Mayor Brown opened the February 9, 2021 telephone conference City Council meeting at 6:00 pm. Council members present were Dennis Anthony, June Falcon, Angie Shurtleff, Peter Hall, and Ken Bain. Councilor Don Adcock was absent. City Recorder Valerie Russell and Public Works Ty Falcon were
 also present. 
Citizens present: Jim Aldrich, Mike Morrow and Terry Blaske.
Agenda Item No. 1 – Administrative Matters

Sewer Farm Lease Negotiations
Mayor Brown explained to the Council that the price for the sewer farm lease for 2021 needs to be negotiated. For the year 2020 the City charged the Sewer Farm lessee, Jim Aldrich, $10.00 per acre plus the cost of electricity for the irrigating season of May through August. The lease cannot exceed $30.00 per acre through the term of the lease ending in 2025. Mayor Brown suggested leasing the Sewer Farm to Jim Aldrich for the same amount of $10.00 per acre for the year 2021. 

Lessee, Jim Aldrich stated that he would be happy if the lease remained at $10.00 per acre.
Councilor Hall asked what the City’s cost was to operate the sewer farm?

Mayor Brown explained that the City is required by the DEQ to dispose of the treated effluent sewer water. The City’s method of disposal is by irrigation of the sewer farm. By the City leasing the sewer farm to a farmer it relieves the City of maintaining the farm. The lease also brings in income from the lease and the City does not have to pay for the electrical costs for pumping during the irrigation season. 

Councilor Shurtleff made a motion to lease the Sewer Farm to Jim Aldrich for $10.00 per acre for the year 2021. Councilor Anthony seconded the motion. The motion was approved by unanimous consent. 
Agenda Item No. 2 – Mayor’s Report

DEQ Environmental Project

Mayor Brown referred to the fine that the City received from the DEQ for not conducting readings every day at the lift station. The fine was for $6,750.00. The DEQ will allow an environmental project to be completed instead of a monetary fine up to 80% of the fine. Mayor Brown spoke with the DEQ representative about a tree trimming project
within the City. The City will need to obtain bids from a licensed arborist to determine how much work the City can have completed. The City will also be fined for the recent violation from January 2020 when the necessary tests for BOD and TSS were not conducted and for the excessively high e-coli test in August 2020 in the effluent water at the sewer farm. The DEQ representative said that they would determine the amount of those fines and include those into the project also.


Emergency Services Radio Antenna

Baker County Sheriff Travis Ash contacted Mayor Brown concerning placing a radio antenna on the Haines water tower to boost the signal for the police and emergency radio system. There are locations around the Haines area including Anthony Lakes where there is limited reception. Sheriff Ash suggested conducting a test to see if an antenna on top of the water tower will boost the signal and give reception to the dead areas. Mayor Brown suggested allowing Baker County to place an antenna on the water tower at no charge because it benefits everyone.

Mayor Brown spoke with Bill Randall at Reliance Connects concerning the lease for exclusive wireless internet on the tower that Reliance Connects pay $6,000.00 per year for. Bill agrees that antenna for the emergency radio system would benefit everyone in the area and the County should not have to pay for a spot on the tower. 

A lengthy discussion concerning if the City should charge for the spot on the tower followed. Councilors Anthony, Bain and Shurtleff agreed that placing an antenna on the tower is a good idea and that the County should not have to pay to place an antenna on the tower because it will benefit everyone. Councilor Falcon stated that she was not so sure but would agree to a temporary trial to see if it will work. Councilor Hall agreed to a temporary trial and if things work out and then negotiate a contract.
Citizen Terry Blaske questioned if there would be any legal issues with charging one party and not the other for space on the tower. 

Mayor Brown stated that Reliance Connects and Baker County are two different kinds of entities. Reliance Connects is a private company and Baker County is a public entity.

City Recorder Valerie Russell stated that an agreement with the County would be considered an Intergovernmental Agreement. 


Reader Board
Mayor Brown explained to the Council that the City had been advised that the Reader Board is designed to be out in the weather because it generates excessive amounts of heat. The idea of building a cupola to protect the Reader Board will not work because it would hold the heat in and it would void the warranty. 

Agenda Item No. 3 - Consent Agenda
Councilor Anthony made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda minus the Payroll and Expenses. Councilor Falcon seconded the motion. The motion was approved by unanimous consent. 
Councilor Shurtleff and Councilor Bain declared a conflict of interest due to Councilor Shurtleff’s payroll check from the City and Councilor Bain’s payment from the City for propane.

Councilor Anthony made a motion to approve the Payroll and Expenses. Councilor Falcon seconded the motion. The motion was approved by unanimous consent. 

Councilor Shurtleff and Councilor Bain returned to the Council.

Agenda Item No. 4 – City Recorder
City Recorder
City Recorder Valerie Russell explained to the Council that she had completed all the year end reports for the City except for one that is due in March. It is time to start working on next years budget and she would be advertising for Budget Committee members next month. There has been only one volunteer for the Planning Commission and that is John Shurtleff. Until there are more volunteers for the Planning Commission the City will continue to address planning issues by the Mayor signing building permits for outright uses and planning issues that require approval being presented to the Council.
Public Works
Public Works Ty Falcon stated that he had been studying for the weed spraying license. And with the assistance of Larry Curry burned the brush pile at the Landfill. Ty thanked the Haines Fire Department for their assistance with burning the brush pile and loaning the City some equipment.
Agenda Item No. 5 – Administrative Matters

Revised Dog Ordinance
City Recorder Valerie Russell explained to the Council that the existing dog ordinance was approved in 2013 and a few citations have been issued through the years and fines were accessed. When Brent Kerns became the Justice of the Peace, he informed the City that he would not issue fines unless the City included a “non-compliance” clause to the ordinance. Brent did not give an example of the clause to the Mayor at that time. Mayor Brown has been trying to reach Brent for over two weeks and has been unable to speak with him on the matter. The City needs confirmation if this is the correct clause that he requested before approving the revision to the ordinance. 
Agenda Item No. 6 – Council Reports

Councilor Hall
Councilor Hall reported to the Council that he has been in contact with the League of Oregon Cities and he wants to encourage everyone on the Council to go the LOC web site. The LOC has their priorities listed for Cities on the bills that are before the State legislature and it would be a good idea for everyone to review the information.  Everyone can also visit the Oregon State Legislature web site and take a look at bills. It is also possible to testify remotely on any of the bills.
Agenda Item No. 7 – Public Comments
There were no public comments.
Meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm. 
All aforementioned documents are herein attached and part of the record.
Respectfully submitted,
Valerie Russell, City Recorder 
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