City of Haines Newsletter
July 2016
Welcome to your City’s newsletter. In an attempt for better communication, your Mayor, City Council and City employees would like to give updates and announcements for the benefit of the citizens. The newsletter is now posted on the City web site at: www.cityofhainesor.org.  
Haines Days Fourth of July Events

Celebrate Independence Day with the Haines Days Fourth of July Events. 
Saturday July 2nd 

Queen and Grand Marshall Potluck Dinner 6:30 pm at the Haines Methodist Church.  Nina and Richard Stephens are the 2016 Queen and Grand Marshall. 
Sunday July 3rd 
Haines Stampede Rodeo-Slack 9:00 am, 
Haines Stampede Rodeo 5:30 pm. Rodeo Tickets: Adults $8.00, Kids (6-12 years) $4.00, under (5 years) free. 
The 2nd Annual Pie Baking Contest, drop off homemade pies at the Record Courier Office 4-6 pm, contact Dotty Miles for more information at 541-377-5795. 
Live music at the Frontier Saloon at 9:00 pm July 3rd.  
Monday July 4th
Annual Fun/Run Walk registration at 6:45 am City Park, the event begins at 8:00 am. 
Elkhorn Grange Cowboy Breakfast 7:00 am -10:00 am. Adults $7.00, children (5-12) $5.00, children under (5) free.
Art in the Park 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. 
2nd Annual Pie Baking Contest Judging 9:00 am at the Record Courier Office. 
Parade 10:00 am. 
North Powder FFA BBQ in the Park 11:00 am.
Eastern Oregon Museum will be open 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. 
Kids activities including a dunk tank, will be held on the lawn next to the Haines Sell-Rite. 
Haines Stampede Rodeo 1:30 pm. 
Fireworks 10:00 pm.
Please have a Safe and Happy 4th of July.

Water & Sewer Rate Increase
The Haines City Council approved a water and sewer rate increase at the June 14, 2016 meeting. It was necessary to increase the water rates in order to be eligible for grants and other funding to complete the Water Compliance Project. The City’s water system is out of compliance with the Oregon Health Authority Drinking Water Agency, so the upgrades are necessary. The water rates have to be at least at the affordability level which is determined by the income level of the community.  The affordability level for Haines is $41.81 per month at this time. The City’s water and sewer ordinances specify that rates will be set by resolution. The water and sewer have similar resolutions that state that each fiscal year a minimum adjustment to reflect inflation will be applied to the rate. In the past the rates have not been adjusted consistently so the rates are lower than the affordability level so it is necessary to bring rates up to that level. The water rate has increased $3.00 per month. The sewer rate required an increase due to the lack of funds in the sewer fund. The City has two loans for the sewer with USDA. Every year the USDA contacts the City concerning the lack of reserves in the sewer fund and the need to increase the rates because the fund is not sustainable. There have been several years that the sewer rates were not increased at all so it is necessary to increase the rates. The sewer rate has increased $1.00 per month. 
Landfill Schedule
The Landfill is open the First and Third Saturdays of the month. The hours of operation are 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. The Landfill will be open July 2nd and July 16th this month. Other closures are possible due to weather conditions so please check for updates at 541-856-3366 and press #2 for Landfill. 
2016 Dog License/2016 ATV License
It is a requirement to have your dog(s) licensed with the City of Haines. If you have unlicensed dog(s) you are in violation of the City's Dog Ordinance and could be subject to a fine. Licenses can be purchased at City Hall, please bring proof of current rabies vaccination. 
In order to ride an ATV on City Streets it must be licensed with the City. Licenses can be purchased at City Hall for $5.00 and must be renewed annually. 
The next Council Meeting will be held Tuesday, July 12, 2016 at 7:00 pm.  Thank you for reading and until next time, enjoy living in Haines.
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