CITY OF HAINES

COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
MARCH 14, 2017
       CONVENE: 6:00 PM

LOCATION: CITY HALL

Mayor's Report

Consent Agenda

The items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and all will be adopted by one motion unless a Council Member or a person in the audience requests, before the vote on the motion, to have any item considered separately.  If any item is removed from the Consent Agenda, it will be discussed immediately following the vote for the other items on the consent agenda.
· Minutes of February 14, 2017 Council meeting.
· March accounts payable.

· Resources and obligations report – February
City Recorder/Public Works Reports

· Reports
Administrative Matters

· First Reading of Ordinance #150 Series 2017 Declaring a Temporary Ban on Marijuana Facilities
Old Business
New Business
Council/Committee Reports

Public Comments
The City of Haines complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. Assistance is available for individuals with disabilities by calling 856-3366 or the Oregon Telecommunications Relay Service. Their phone numbers are: TTY: 800-648-3458/Voice: 800-848-4442The City of Haines is an equal opportunity Employer and Provider. Complaints of Discrimination should be sent to USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C.  20250-9410
Approved
Council____________________ Date_________________________

CITY OF HAINES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 14, 2017
CONVENED: 6:00 PM

CITY HALL

Mayor Jim Brown opened the March 14, 2017 City Council meeting at 6:05 pm. Council members present were Don Adcock, Lisa Whited, Ken Bain and Connie Pound Lewis. Council member John Shurtleff arrived at 6:15 pm. Council member Katie Jones-Bedolla was absent. Also present was City Recorder Valerie Russell.  

Citizens present: Please see attached list of citizen’s present.
Agenda Item No. 1 – Administrative Matters

First Reading of Ordinance #150 Series 2017 Declaring a Temporary Ban on Marijuana Facilities
Mayor Brown asked Councilor Whited if she had other representation at the meeting. He stated that City Attorney Dan Van Thiel had advised him to suggest that Councilor Whited leave the building during the discussion considering the conflict of interest to protect her and the City.
Councilor Whited stated that she did have other representation present and the letter from her Attorney. Councilor Whited refrained from leaving the building but declared that she was removing herself from the Council table and refraining from comment due to a conflict of interest and financial conflict.

Mayor Brown explained that there had been two applications for marijuana facility’s in Haines. One application is for a marijuana retail store and producer and the other is for a separate producer facility. The City is proposing to adopt an ordinance to put a temporary ban on marijuana facilities until at which time it can be placed on the ballot and let the public decide what they want. The City will hold town hall meetings to draft the ballot measure.
City Recorder Valerie Russell read aloud a portion of ORS 475B.800 that allows the City to adopt an ordinance to be referred to the electors of the city. Followed by the first reading of Ordinance #150 Series 2017 Declaring a Temporary Ban on Marijuana Facilities.

Citizen John Berg and Councilor Pound-Lewis questioned the “Exception” in the ordinance that refers to medical marijuana facilities. 

City Recorder Valerie Russell read the referenced ORS  475B.800(6) in the “Exception” which explains that established medical marijuana facilities can be exempt and have a different set of laws.
Jerry Endicott, Top Shelf Dispensing, LLC questioned if the Council had reviewed their Attorneys letter that was sent to City Attorney Dan Van Thiel.
City Recorder Valerie Russell read the letter from the Loney Law Group, specifically Trevor J. Cartales aloud to the Council and audience. 

Jerry Endicott introduced himself and stated that he owned the building where the Circle H used to be located and he was one of the applicants. He commented that the legislature sets the laws and in 2014 the good voters of Oregon passed this law. Whether we like it or not that is the way it is. All communities where 55% voted against measure 91 had a 180-day window to opt out to say they did not want this. Most in Baker County did opt out but there are three communities that did not. The other two communities are making quite a bit of money right now. He emphasized the reason they are doing this is for money. With the 17% sales tax that comes off the top a City that has a retail store will get 10% back. The City can also put into law an additional 3% sales tax on top of that. So, it is a funding stream of pretty good size to a City the size of Haines. It is extremely regulated, he stated that he has grandkids and nothing is going to happen it is like going into a doctor’s office. No one under 21 years of age is allowed and it is completely closed so no ones can see anything. 
Councilor Bain asked Jerry Endicott if his grandkids were in the town of Haines stating that makes a big difference. He wants his grandkids to able to safely walk to the Frontier or the Post Office or the Store and not have to walk past a marijuana store and encounter people from who knows where. He added that concerning the tax money there is no amount of money is worth that for his kids.

Jerry Endicott stated that his grandkids were not in Haines but you have to remember that it is the law whether we like it or not. 

Dan Kolilis stated that he lived outside of the City limits but he wanted to thank the Mayor for proposing the ban. With respect to either side this is not something that should be jumped into. Everyone in the community has the right to be educated and time to be able to discuss this as a City. He gave thanks for giving the community the opportunity to express their opinions prior to a site going in because once it is established it is harder to get it out. As a citizen of the county he said thank you for giving us the opportunity for our voices to be heard.
Laura Pointer stated that it is not always about money, in this town that she grew up in and spent her entire life in it is about a lifestyle and the things that we love.

Mayor Brown addressed Sheriff Travis Ash stating that he heard that there are several different ways the tax revenues are distributed and part is supposed to be earmarked for law enforcement and if Baker County law enforcement has received any funds.
Sheriff Travis Ash stated that Baker County Sheriff Department had not received any revenue at this time from marijuana tax. Travis added that Halfway had inquired about increased law enforcement presence and unfortunately there is not enough deputies available. In order to have a deputy in this area it would cost approximately $96,000 per year. 
Mayor Brown asked Sheriff Ash if there has been any increase in law enforcement activities around Huntington. 
Sheriff Ash stated that there has been a dramatic increase in traffic especially vehicles from Idaho. In 2015 there were 24 criminal case reports filed and in 2016 there were 68 and he does believe that it is related to the marijuana facilities. Sheriff Ash added that he has a fear that the facilities will get robbed considering the amount of cash that is being dealt with. He believes that the Mexican cartels are watching this very closely because it is a cash only business. The odor of the approximately 1,000 marijuana plants at the producer in Huntington is overwhelming.
Melissa Brown asked what would happen if someone were issued a license before the ordinance is passed would they be able to continue operating the business or would they have close the business. 

Mayor Brown explained that there have not been any licenses issued at this time. Medical marijuana facilities can be grandfathered in but recreational facilities cannot be. Once the ordinance declaring a temporary ban is adopted the City is required to submit it to the Oregon Liquor Control Commission and Oregon Health Authority.
Seth Bingham stated that he wanted to give his full support for the proposed ordinance. This is a very controversial issue and the people need to have the voice in the end and he believes that nothing should be allowed or started until the people have a chance to speak. 
Kevin Bradford stated that he is in support of an ordinance that puts this on the table. He agrees to abide by the rule of law but with that being said we need to realize that the setting of those date is arbitrary. It may still be law but those are arbitrary dates that could have been set for 10 years, 20 years or 100 years to give the residents of the affected communities adequate time, it was not an issue in Haines until now. He has a problem with our voice being excluded on the basis of some arbitrary assignment of time. I support this City in doing this, let the State tell us that we can’t.

Citizen present that verbally supported the proposed ordinance. 

Adam Kerns

Elwan McKeen 

Eugene Saunders

Ferna Saunders

Sandy Wood - Neighborhood Watch

Garla Rowe

Floyd Johnson

Jan Seal

Teri Brown Johnson

Dianne McKeen

Bryon Olmstead

Tom Isaacson

Jody Anthony

Lori Thompson

Bryson Allen

Darrell Leggett

Jenelle Stephens

John Berg

Angie Shurtleff

Councilor Bain made a motion to accept the first reading of Ordinance #150 Series 2017 Declaring a Temporary Ban on Marijuana Facilities. Councilor Adcock seconded the motion. The motion passed with unanimous consent.  Ayes 4
Nays 0.
Agenda Item No. 2– Consent Agenda
Councilor Pound-Lewis made a motion to accept the consent agenda. Councilor Don Adcock seconded the motion. The motion passed with unanimous consent. 
Agenda Item No. 3 – City Recorder/Public Works Reports
City Recorder

Ordinances, Resolutions and Policy’s
City Recorder Valerie Russell referred to a discussion during the February Council meeting concerning the difference between ordinances, resolutions and policies. The City Charter is the constitution of the City and is considered the main governing document. A resolution generally states a position or policy of the City. An ordinance is more formal and authoritative than a resolution. An ordinance is a local law that usually regulates persons or property and usually relates to a matter of a general and permanent nature. A resolution memorializes decisions of the board, adopts policies and procedures, clarifies ambiguous terms in the governing documents, adopted by the board and may not contradict anything in the governing documents. A policy is oftentimes part of a resolution, statement of beliefs, values and objectives of the City that causes the City to act. All of them are adopted by the board and enforceable in court. 
Agenda Item No. 4 – Old Business

Public Use of City Owned Property Ordinance Committee
Mayor Brown stated that three people have signed up for Public Use of City Owned Property Ordinance Committee. He would like to see eight people volunteer for the committee including two Council members. Angie Shurtleff, Sandy Wood and Keynon Porter have volunteered to serve on the committee.
Councilor Shurtleff and Councilor Bain volunteered to be Council liaisons on the committee. Garla Rowe also volunteered to serve on the committee.

Agenda Item No. 5 – New Business

Public Works Park Maintenance Position
Mayor Brown explained that part time employee Doug Schneider has resigned from his position with City. The job will be advertised locally at $12.00 per hour. The main concern at this point is the park maintenance but it would be ideal if they were able to operate the backhoe to cover the landfill.


Solar Eclipse
Councilor Bain discussed the Solar Eclipse that is taking place August 21st. Haines is located almost in the center of the 50-mile-wide line where the eclipse will be the most visible.  There is a predicted 40,000 to 45,000 people coming to Baker City. There are a confirmed 100 tourists from Korea staying at the Haines Rodeo grounds. They are going to the Steak House and requested a cowboy breakfast the next morning. The City and everyone needs to be prepared for large amount of people in the area. The Haines Rodeo Association is offering dry camp sites for $75.00 per day.
Sheriff Travis Ash commented that Baker County Emergency Management is holding meetings a couple time a month. He recommended that someone from the City attend the meetings in order to be prepared. The Sheriff’s Office is planning the influx of people starting on Thursday August 17th through August 22nd.  Travis also stated that it could be an opportunity to monopolize on the event, Huntington School is opening up the football field and renting 20 foot x 20-foot camping spaces for $300.00 for 3 days.
Discussion followed.
There were no other public comments.
Meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm.
All aforementioned documents are herein attached and part of the record.
Respectfully submitted,
Valerie Russell, City Recorder 
Citizens present at the March 14, 2017 Council Meeting
Sheriff Travis Ash






Sandy Wood











Jan Seal 

Garla
 Rowe 
Travis Cross

Jerry Shaw

Jerry Endicott
Cindy Endicott

Lisa Whited

Dan Kolilis

Angie Shurtleff

John Berg

Floyd Johnson

Teri Brown-Johnson

Shelly Cutler – Baker County Chamber of Commerce

Elwan Mckeen, Jr.

Dianne Mckeen

Ferna Saunders

Eugene Saunders

Richard W. Howe

Sue?
Melissa Brown

Anthony Leggett

Darrel Leggett

Samual Pointer

Laura Pointer

Seth Bingham

Bryson Allen

Colby Thompson

Bryon Olmsted

Delbert Stephens

Janelle Stephens

Tom Isaacson

Mike Morrow

Jody Anthony
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